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S. Vincent Martinez - CEO



Who is 
NMRECA?

• A Trade Organization established in 
1944

• To protect and advocate on behalf 
of member interests with the New 
Mexico Legislature, NMPRC, NGOs, 
and state and local governments.  

• Administer Self-Insurer’s Fund

• Manage statewide communications

• Headquartered in Santa Fe, two 
blocks from the Roundhouse



What is an electric 
cooperative?

• Not for profit

• Member-owned and 
member-governed utility 

• Elected board of directors

• Provides electricity to its members 
in rural and underserved areas 
where investor-owned utilities do 
not operate 

• Each member has an equal say in 
the cooperative's decisions 



History of Rural 
Electric Cooperatives 
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WHERE ARE ELECTRIC COOPS?

Cooperatives Power

56% of the American 

landscape*. 

In New Mexico it is 

closer to 80%. 

*Serve in 92% of persistent poverty counties 

nationwide

From booming suburbs to remote rural communities, America’s electric cooperatives are energy providers and engines of 

economic development. Electric cooperatives keep the lights on and play a vital role in transforming communities.
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Seven Cooperative Principles
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Open & 
Voluntary 

Membership

Democratic 
Member 
Control

Members’ 
Economic 

Participation

Autonomy & 
Independence

Education, 
Training, and 
Information

Cooperation 
Amongst 

Cooperatives

Concern for 
Community



Who are we?  
• 15 Distribution Cooperatives

• 2 Generation & Transmission 
Cooperatives   
• Tri-State Generation & 

Transmission Association

• Western Farmers Electric 

Cooperative

• 3 Associate Members 
Cooperatives



How much of NM 
do we serve?  

• 80% of State Landmass 

• 43,771 Miles of Line

• 189,455 Meters

• 4/8/1 Meters per Mile 

• 5242 Gigawatts Sold

• $1,648,264,398 Total 
Utility Plant



Long Term Electrification Planning

● Four-year and long-range work plans

o System Improvements

o New Construction

● Partnerships

o DOT, Forestry, Energy, Environmental, 
Broadband, Rural Telecommunications, 
Other Utilities (Federal & State)

o Ensure alignment with state initiatives 
and collaborate to secure funding

● Plan Acceleration

o Federal & State Grant Applications

● Current Initiatives

o Expanding current solar generation 
and adding battery storage

o Rebuilding transmission lines to a 
higher voltage

o Adding transmission lines to tie in 
substations

o Deploying new technology

o Replacing wood poles with steel 
poles

o Adding poles to reduce span to 
increase reliability

o Adding and upgrading substations 
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Distribution Cooperatives
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Central New Mexico Electric Cooperative
• Headquartered in Moriarity and Mountainair

• Delivering power in 10 counties

• 4,546 miles of line (highest in the state)

• Deal with urban areas as the closest cooperative to Albuquerque

• Grappling with marijuana farms, manufacturing and high wildfire risk areas in the 

Sandia and Manzano mountain ranges

• Windfarms and SunZia span across service area, but will not see any long-term 

economic benefits despite supporting during construction

• Highest residential percentage (90%)

Central Valley Electric Cooperative
• 4,143 miles of line much of which is three phase

• 175 miles of transmission 

• Highest commercial accounts - 60% most in the Permian Basin 

• 220 million invested in utility plant (highest) 

• State-of-the-art SCADA and metering equipment for years and keep evolving with the 

latest technology
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Columbus Electric Cooperative
• 1,936 total miles of line

• 130 miles of transmission

• Much of service territory is along I-10, where many EV fast charging stations have 

been installed

• Working with economic development to bring in large loads with microgrids

• 2 MW solar facility in Columbus

• Service area extends into Arizona

Continental Divide Electric Cooperative
• 3,785 miles of line
• 74 miles of transmission
• Service area extends on Native American land of the Navajo Nation, Laguana 

Pueblo and Zuni Pueblo
• Largest population of families living without power on the Navajo reservation 

estimates of over 400
• 7 MWs solar from two projects (one in Grants and the other in Bluewater)
• Gallup and Acoma Pueblo have their own municipal utilities
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Farmers’ Electric Cooperative
• 4,376 miles of line (second largest territory and number of counties)

• 252 miles of transmission

• Service area extends into Texas

• Woodpeckers make hundreds of holes in poles in outlying areas causing outages

• New 23 miles of transmission to 115 kV with expanded capacity to serve Santa 

Rosa as an alternate source to the current radial feed

Jemez Mountain Electric Cooperative
• 4,169 miles of line most of which is single phase
• 185 miles of transmission
• Highest density in Espanol and largest cooperative in the state 
• Second only to CDEC with most people without electricity on the Navajo Nation, 

estimates are around 200 families
• Two solar projects for 5 MWs (one in Cuba and the other in Alcalde)
• Serve on 10 Native American Nations and Pueblos (Navajo and Jicarilla Apache 

Nations, and Pojoaque, Santa Clara, Santa Ana, Zia, Jemez, Nambe, San Ildefonso, 
Okay Owingeh Pueblos)

• Over 700 miles of line in the Carson and Santa Fe National Forests
• Has its own in house tree removal crew with certified arborists 
• Wheels over 25 MW of hydro from El Vado and Abiquiu Dams to Los Alamos 
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Lea County Electric Cooperative
• 4,330 miles of line most of which is three phase

• 348 miles of transmission

• High concentration of irrigation and oilfield accounts 55% commercial

• Owns a 43.5 MW natural gas generator that is operated by Western Farmers

• Service area extends into two Texas counties

• Operates robust 24/7 war room, with fully operational SCADA throughout the system

• GRIP grant with NRECA to install 9,000 poles in line to shorten spans, pole covers and 

bird guards to help with wildfire mitigation

Mora-San Miguel Electric Cooperative
• 1,717 miles of line, no transmission, 10% (172) system burned and almost rebuilt

• GRIP funding to reinforce grid with accurate modeling, new equipment and 

accelerated maintenance cycle

• Negotiated with Lucky Corridor/Mora transmission line to have the only 

distribution tie from RETA transmission projects  

• 1.5 MW solar at Storrie Lake
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Northern Rio Arriba Electric Cooperative
• Smallest cooperative with 423 miles of line and 14 employees
• 48 miles of transmission
• Replaced 1/3 of transmission with steel poles and increased operational capacity of 115 

kV from 69 kV. Has GRIP grant with NRECA to rebuild additional lines
• Wheels power from El Vado dam to Los Alamos that when it is operational, powers the 

entire system
• Multiple fast EV chargers throughout system
• Highest residential heat storage units (ETS Electric thermal storage) in continuous use

Otero County Electric Cooperative
• 2,579 miles of line 

• 111 miles of transmission

• 1,600 miles is in forested areas of the Lincoln Forest and Mescalero Reservation 

• Started in-house tree removal crew with certified arborist

• Clearing 100’ wide powerline corridor where the landowner allows to serve as a 

wildfire buffer and firebreak

• Highest concentration of rooftop solar with about 7 MW

• Connected to a 3 MW solar system near Carrizozo
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Roosevelt County Electric Cooperative
• 2,345 miles of line with 160 miles of transmission
• Lowest load factor because of highest concentration of irrigation and seasonal residential load
• Diversifying and encouraging economic growth by purchasing water wells to supplement the 

Portales water system
• Replacing all wood transmission poles with steel poles
• In 2nd deployment/testing phase with Sandia National Labs on ultra fast trip and remote operated 

line equipment 
• 8 MW solar project to directly lowers members energy bills, under construction soon
• 8 MW battery storage is shovel ready, currently seeking funding to avoid member cost
• 2 meters per mile

Sierra Electric Cooperative
• 827 miles of line and 17 employees, no transmission
• Second smallest cooperative in the state
• Powers Space Port America
• Provides power to the small T or C utility 
• Partnered with Ethos on pole attachments early on for broadband in the area
• Had first and longest running woman CEO in the state who has recently retired 

and brought back a home-grown Sierra lineman/safety professional to succeed 
her
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Socorro Electric Cooperative
• 3,329 miles of line much of which is single phase with 500’ spans (350’ is a normal 

span)

• 42 miles of transmission

• Currently installing poles in the middle of the spans throughout service area

• Working closely with NM Tech and City of Socorro on installing local solar and 

storage 

Springer Electric Cooperative
• 1,846 miles of line with 2 meters per mile
• 219 miles of transmission
• 1st cooperative in the state to own their own 1 MW solar facility
• 1st utility in the state to install remote disconnect and two-way communication AMI 

meters on entire system 
• Only cooperative to file annual rate adjustments so they do not need to use the 

FPPCAC
• Shovel ready to expand current solar system by 500 kW and add storage
• Members are powered by the 30.6 MW Cimarron solar system through Tri-State G&T
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Southwestern Electric Cooperative
• 2043 miles of line

• Wheels power to Springer Electric near Wagon Mound and PNM in Clayton

• Service area extends into Texas, Oklahoma, and Colorado

• Diversified with propane

• Provides power to Oxy CO2 Plant 

• Purchased property that can be used for up to 8 MW of solar and storage

• Huge wind development in area, with potential access to wind turbine through 

member agreements



Generation & Transmission
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Tri-State Generation & Transmission
• 4,000 miles of transmission in four states

• Communicate regularly with PNM, Xcel and other utilities

• Will be on the SPP newly organized western interconnect by 2026

• 200 MW Escalante and 30.6 MW Cimarron PPAs in NM

• Purchased 55,146 MWhs from New Mexico cooperatives utility scale and 

rooftop solar to retire towards their ETA requirements

• RPS will be 50% at years end 

• 70% RPS by 2030 

Western Farmers Electric Cooperative
• Operate entirely through the SPP and does not own any 

transmission in New Mexico

• 92 MW of wind and 60 MW of solar contracted in New Mexico

• 2026 expect to increase by PPAs for 80 MW of wind (Cap Rock) 

and 75 MW of solar (AC Ranch)

• 50% RPS as of 2025



THANK YOU
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