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Samantha Kao Joins New Mexico Renewable Energy Transmission 

Authority as Community Relations Director 
 
     Santa Fe, NM – Samantha “Sammi” Kao has joined the New Mexico Renewable 

Energy Transmission Authority (RETA) as Community Relations Director. In her new 

role, Kao is responsible for leading stakeholder relations, public information, and 

community engagement in the renewable energy sector. 

 “It is a pleasure to announce that Samantha Kao has joined the RETA staff to 

drive our community relations activities,” said Lynn E. Mostoller, RETA Executive 

Director. “Sammi brings knowledge, experience and passion to this newly created 

position. With her excellent track record in coalition building and energy policy, we 

are confident that she will help enhance the positive impact we are making in New 

Mexico.” 

 Prior to joining RETA, Kao served as Policy Director at the Energy, Minerals, and 

Natural Resources Department (ENMRD). In that position, she led the department’s 

legislative strategy on issues ranging from oil and gas reform to renewable energy 

development and wildfire insurance policy. Previously, she was Climate & Energy 

Director at Conservation Voters New Mexico. 

 Kao holds a Bachelor of Science in Biochemistry from the University of New 

Mexico, where she also earned her Juris Doctorate in 2019. 

mailto:laurel@nmreta.net


 A proud New Mexican and lifelong learner, she enjoys traveling to new places 

and unwinding with her three beloved dogs when she’s off the clock. 
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About RETA 
The New Mexico Renewable Energy Transmission Authority (RETA) was established by the New 
Mexico Legislature in 2007 to plan, finance, develop and acquire high-voltage transmission lines 
and storage projects to promote economic development in New Mexico by working with 
developers to deliver clean energy from wind and solar facilities. RETA-sponsored projects must 
transmit at least 30 percent of their energy from renewable resources; most current projects are 
planned to carry 100 percent renewable energy. RETA has helped develop 187 miles of new 
transmission lines carrying enough energy to power 620,000 homes. RETA has four additional 
projects in development that would build 1,614 miles of new transmission lines capable of 
powering 3.5 million homes. For more information, visit www.nmreta.com. 
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