New Mexico Renewable Energy Transmission Authority
Minutes of Board Meeting
January 8, 2020
10:00 a.m.
NM State Capitol – Room 303
490 Old Santa Fe Trail
Santa Fe, New Mexico, 87501
Present
Robert (Bob) Busch, Chairman
Dr. James Miller, Member
Megan O’Reilly, Member
Noah Long, Member
Louise Martinez, Designee for EMNRD Cabinet Secretary
Absent
Brian Moore, Member
Tim Eichenberg, Member
RETA Staff
Fernando Martinez, RETA Executive Director
Lynn Mostoller and Mariposa Padilla-Sivage – General Counsel, Sutin Thayer & Browne
Ginny Selvin – RETA Manager of Finance
Gloria Castillo – RETA Administrative Assistant
1. Call to Order and Roll Call
Chairman Busch called the meeting to order at 10:00 a.m. A quorum was present for the
meeting.
2. Approval of Agenda
Member Long made a motion to accept the agenda as presented. Member O’Reilly
seconded the motion. There being no further discussion, Chairman Busch called for a
vote and the motion passed unanimously.
3. Approval of November 7, 2019 Board Meeting Minutes
Member Miller made a motion to accept the November 7, 2019 Board Meeting Minutes
as presented. Member Long seconded the motion. There being no additional discussion,
corrections, additions or updates to the minutes, Chairman Busch called for a vote and the
motion passed unanimously.
4. Report of the Chairman
Chairman Busch reported on the following:
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Senate Confirmation Hearing attended by himself and Member O’Reilly on
January 7, 2020 went well and the Committee voted unanimously “Do Pass” on both
nominations.
RETA’s budget request of $425,000 has been included in the Governor’s budget.

5. Report of the Executive Director
Executive Director Fernando Martinez reported on the following:
 Spending a substantial amount of his time meeting with stakeholders, particularly the
RETA Study Advisory Committee, ICF, project developers, and county officials.
 A Special Appropriation Request for $425,000 has been submitted by RETA. Mr.
Martinez noted that although the Legislative Finance Committee (LFC)
recommendations have been released recently, he had not had a chance to review
them.
 Continued interactions with Legislators. Mr. Martinez noted that he is currently
focusing on the upcoming Legislative Session, which starts January 21, 2020.
 The NMFA Oversight Committee meeting. Mr. Martinez noted that the meeting went
well and the RETA Annual Report was well received.
 The hiring of a RETA Project Engineer. Mr. Martinez is hoping to hire the engineer
soon.
6. Review and Approval of Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) for Gladstone
Transmission Project
Member Long introduced Ron Flax-Davidson, Chairman & CEO of PNE USA, Inc. As
Chairman of the Projects Committee, Member Long reported that the Committee met
earlier in the day to review and consider the MOU between NMRETA and Gladstone
New Energy LLC. The Projects Committee recommended approval of the MOU.
Mr. Flax-Davidson explained Gladstone’s proposal to construct, operate and maintain a
three (3) mile long transmission line connecting its planned 80MW wind generation
facility to the Tri-State Gladstone substation near Gladstone, NM. He commented that
Gladstone New Energy is still in discussion with Tri-State regarding interconnection.
Member Martinez asked about the benefits to the local community. Mr. Flax-Davidson
replied that it would create jobs (10 to 15 NM jobs and 4 local jobs at the site). The
project will also provide electricity to the community, payments of $5 million to the State
Land Office and private landowners, and $5 million for property taxes.
Member O’Reilly asked about the timeline for interconnection. Mr. Flax-Davidson
replied that he is hoping for the first quarter of this year.
Member Long made a motion to approve the MOU between RETA and Gladstone
Energy LLC, with the recommended amendments to the MOU made at the Projects
Committee meeting. Member Miller seconded the motion. There being no further
discussion, Chairman Busch called for a vote and it passed unanimously.
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7. Review and Consider Approval of Extension of Agreement to Finance a Portion of
the SunZia Southwest Transmission Project
General Counsel Mostoller reported that the only change to the agreement is an
amendment to the termination date. SunZia is requesting an extension of time on the
financing from the original date of “December 31, 2019” in paragraph II.1.i to
“December 31, 2021”.
Member Long made a motion to approve the extension of agreement by two years,
ending December 31, 2021. Member O’Reilly seconded the motion. There being no
further discussion, Chairman Busch called for a vote and it passed unanimously.
8. Review and Consideration of a Board Resolution to Open a Local Government
Investment Pool Account with the State Treasurer’s Office.
Ms. Selvin presented the Board Resolution and explained that the resolution is for the
establishment and maintenance of an account named “NM RETA Investment Account”
within the short-term investment fund established by the New Mexico State Treasurer’s
Office. She has been working with LGIP of the State Treasurer’s Office and will develop
a policy for moving monies in and out of the Investment Pool Account. Chairman Busch
and Executive Director Martinez are authorized to order the deposit or withdrawal of
monies in the Account until this Resolution is revoked by the action of RETA’s
Governing Board and written notice of such action is received by the Treasurer.
Member Long made a motion to approve the Board Resolution to Open a Local
Government Investment Pool Account with the State Treasurer’s Office. Member Miller
seconded the motion. There being no further discussion, Chairman Busch called for a
vote and it passed unanimously.
9. Review and Consider Approval of Draft Financial Statement for the Year Ending
November 30, 2019
Ms. Selvin presented the financial statements for the period ending November 30, 2019.
Member O’Reilly made a motion to approve the financial statements for the period
ending November 30, 2019. Member Long seconded the motion. There being no further
discussion, Chairman Busch called for a vote and it passed unanimously.
10. Update on the Western Spirit Project
Cory Kottler, Vice-President of Business Development for Pattern Energy, provided the
Board with an update on the Western Spirit Project. He noted that they are finalizing the
location where each pole will be placed and are working with the landowners. Western
Spirit has acquired 90% of the required ROW and well into negotiations on the rest of the
ROW. The Project is moving into pre-construction activities, including geo tech,
engineering surveys, finalizing access points, and 30% design phase moving into 100%
design phase. The construction contract is being finalized with the hope that full notice
to proceed will be given in the middle of this year and full commercial operation will be
achieved by the end of 2021. Mr. Kottler informed the Board that multiple job fairs will
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be held during the second quarter of the year. He also noted that Executive Director
Martinez has been working with unions within the area.
Chairman Busch noted that JDC had met yesterday, January 7, 2020. He felt that there
has been good progress on the Western Spirit Project.
11. Public Comments
No one from the public sought to comment.
12. Closed Session
Chairman Busch called for a motion to go into closed session for confidential discussion
of real estate acquisition status for Western Spirit Project, see NMSA 1978, § 10-151(H)(7) (meeting subject to attorney-client privilege pertaining to threatened or pending
litigation in which the public body is or may become a participant); § 10-15-1(H)(8)
(meeting for the discussion of the purchase, acquisition or disposal of real property or
water rights by the public body); § 62-16A-16 (protecting the proprietary technical or
business information obtained by the authority as confidential); see also NMAC §
17.8.2.9.
Member Miller made a motion for the Board to go into closed session. Member Long
seconded the motion. There being no further discussion or comments, Chairman Busch
called for a vote and it passed unanimously.
Chairman Busch announced that the Board would now go into closed session. The Board
went into closed session at 11:00 a.m.
Chairman Busch called for a motion for the RETA Board to come out of closed session.
Member Long made a motion for the Board to come out of closed session. Member
O’Reilly seconded the motion. There being no further discussion, Chairman Busch
called for a vote and it passed unanimously.
The Board returned to its regular meeting at 11:20 a.m.
The Chairman announced that there was no other discussion during the Closed Session
other than what was on the agenda.
13. Next Meeting
Chairman Busch suggested a tentative date of Tuesday, February 25, 2020 at 10:00 am or
Wednesday, February 26, 2020 at 9:00 am. RETA staff will poll other Board members as
to their availability on either of these dates.
14. Adjournment
Chairman Busch called for a motion to adjourn the Board meeting.
Member Miller made a motion to adjourn the RETA Board of Directors meeting.
Member Long seconded the motion. The Board voted unanimously to adjourn.
The RETA Board meeting adjourned at 11:30 a.m.
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