New Mexico Renewable Energy Transmission Authority
Minutes of Board Meeting
October 6, 2020
9:00 a.m.

ZOOM MEETING

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85251770067?pwd=SUprS3ZoUFRZbnVZWDF3SkNlUGRsUT09

Present
Robert (Bob) Busch, Chairman
Louise Martinez, Designee for EMNRD Cabinet Secretary
Diana Rosales-Ortiz, Designee for State Treasurer Tim Eichenberg
Megan O’Reilly, Member
Noah Long, Member
Douglas Howe, Member
Richard Jackson, Member
RETA Staff
Fernando Martinez, Executive Director
Brian Johnson, Clean Energy Engineer
Lynn Mostoller and Anne P. Browne, General Counsel, Sutin Thayer & Browne
Ginny Selvin – RETA Manager of Finance
Gloria Castillo – RETA Administrative Assistant
1.

Call to Order and Roll Call
Chairman Busch called the meeting to order at 9:05 a.m. A quorum was present for the
meeting.
Chairman Busch welcomed new Board Member Richard Jackson, noting that Member
Jackson replaces Dr. James Miller. He commended Dr. Miller, announcing that Dr. Miller
had been a RETA Board member since 2016 and provided a lot of assistance to the RETA
Board during his tenure.
Member Jackson introduced himself and provided the Board with a brief background of his
professional experience.

2.

Approval of Agenda
Member Long made a motion to accept the agenda as presented. Member O’Reilly
seconded the motion. There being no further discussion, Chairman Busch called for a vote
and the motion passed unanimously.
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3.

Approval of August 31, 2020 Board Meeting Minutes
Member Howe made a motion to accept the August 31, 2020 Board Meeting Minutes as
presented. Member Long seconded the motion. There being no additional discussion,
corrections, additions or updates to the minutes, Chairman Busch called for a vote and the
motion passed 6-0-1 (Member Jackson abstained).

4.

Public Comments (written public comments received by Friday, October 2, 2020 at
3:00 p.m.)
No written public comments were received by the deadline date of Friday, October 2, 2020
at 3:00 p.m.

5.

Report of the Chairman
Chairman Busch had no report to make.

6.

Report of the Executive Director
Executive Director Fernando Martinez reported on the following:
 He reported that RETA’s staff is still working in compliance with the Governor’s stay-athome requirement except for signing checks and occasionally tending to the office.
 He reported that since the last Board meeting, RETA has focused on working with
Western Spirit and acquiring final approvals from the Department of Transportation.
 He reported that RETA has been spending a considerable amount of time with the
Modernization Advisory Group, which was put together by the Secretary of the New
Mexico EMNRD.
 He reported that RETA has been working with the Rocky Mountain Institute, which is
working on land use and renewables.
 He reported that RETA has upcoming meetings with Cannon Air Force Base and
Holloman Air Force Base.
 He reported that RETA provided the NMFA Oversight Committee with a presentation on
the Renewable Energy Transmission Study. He felt that the presentation had gone well
and there were several questions asked by the Committee.
 He reported that RETA is working with the Department of Transportation and groups of
legislators on ideas regarding infrastructure in New Mexico. One of the topics discussed
were transmission corridors.

7.

Review and Consider Approval of Draft Financial Statements for Two Months Ending
August 31, 2020 – Ginny Selvin
Ms. Selvin presented the draft financial statements for the two months ending August 31,
2020. She noted that the revenues for the first two months reflect reimbursement for
eligible expenditures from the Legislative Appropriation. She noted that RETA is
underbudget in salaries which is offset by contract services as RETA continues to fill the
administrative position with contractor administrator Ms. Castillo during COVID-19.
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Chairman Busch explained that RETA is now in a period where they need to apply for a
$250,000 Legislative Appropriation.
Mr. Martinez commented that RETA is expecting to receive applications soon to submit a
Supplemental Appropriations Request Application.
Chairman Busch said he would keep the Board informed on this issue.
Member Long felt that it made sense to go ahead and go through the application process and
use it as an opportunity to continue to educate the Legislature on the work that RETA
provides and its importance to the renewable energy’s future.
Member Howe concurred with Member Long and strongly supported RETA going forward
with the recommendation.
Chairman Busch suggested that Mr. Martinez inform DFA and LFC of RETA’s plans to
apply for Legislative Appropriation. Mr. Martinez said he would contact both the DFA and
LFC.
8.

Review and Consider Approval of Banking Resolution – Ginny Selvin
Ms. Selvin reported that at the previous meeting, the Board appointed Member Howe as the
RETA Treasurer. Approval of the Banking Resolution grants Member Howe the authority
to become a bank signer on RETA’s account at the New Mexico Bank and Trust. She noted
that Mr. Howe will have the same authority to make changes as Chairman Busch.
Member O’Reilly made a motion to approve the Banking Resolution, a resolution of the
NM RETA changing bank signature authority; ratifying prior actions consistent with this
resolution and repealing prior inconsistent action; and authorizing the taking of all other
actions necessary to the consummation of the transactions contemplated by this resolution
and related matter. Member Long seconded the motion. There being no further discussion,
Chairman Busch called for a vote and it passed unanimously.

9.

Update on the Western Spirit Project – Adam Renz
Mr. Renz provided an update on the progress being made on Western Spirit projects. He
reported that all Western Spirit laydown yards are operational and are being accepting
deliveries of transmission line poles; site preparation is on-going. Mr. Renz noted that
Western Spirit is on the eve of their first job fair and recruiting event that will be occurring
digitally tomorrow in Moriarty. He added that the highest point of construction
mobilization will occur next month, and Western Spirit has seen a substantial amount of
right-of-way clearing and preparation for work in New Mexico.
Member O’Reilly asked if Western Spirit is on schedule. Mr. Renz replied that they are on
track with having this project operational and completed in Q4 of 2021.
Member Rosales-Ortiz asked about the job fair and how the information is being
communicated. Mr. Renz replied that they are working with the Department of Workforce
Solutions advertising broadly. It has also been radio broadcasted and placed in other journal
sources across the state. Mr. Renz referenced Pattern Energy’s website
patternenergynewmexico.com, noting that there is a hub on transmission updates for the
state. Western Spirit has also been live updating all the jobs and providing information on
how to register within the “JOBS” tab on the website.
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10.

Closed Session
Chairman Busch called for a motion to go into closed session for preliminary confidential
discussion related to disposal of real estate property as it relates to financing status for
Western Spirit Project, and for a confidential discussion of pending administrative
complaint, see NMSA 1978, § 10-15-1(H)(7) (meeting subject to attorney-client privilege
pertaining to threatened or pending litigation in which the public body is or may become a
participant); § 10-15-1(H)(8) (meeting for the discussion of the purchase, acquisition or
disposal of real property or water rights by the public body); § 62-16A-16 (protecting the
proprietary technical or business information obtained by the authority as confidential); see
also NMAC § 17.8.2.9.
Member Howe made a motion for the Board to go into closed session. Member O’Reilly seconded
the motion. There being no further discussion or comments, Chairman Busch called for a vote and it
passed unanimously.

Chairman Busch announced that the RETA Board of Directors would now go into closed
session. The Board went into closed session at 9:30 a.m.
Chairman Busch called for a motion for the RETA Board of Directors to come out of closed
session. Member O’Reilly made a motion to come out of closed session. Member Long
seconded the motion. There being no further discussion, Chairman Busch called for a vote
and it passed unanimously.
The Board returned to its regular meeting at 10:08 a.m.
The Chairman announced that there was no other discussion during the Closed Session other
than what was on the agenda.
11.

12.

Next Meeting
The next RETA Board of Directors meeting is scheduled for Friday, October 30, 2020 at
9:00 a.m.
Adjournment
Chairman Busch called for a motion to adjourn the Board meeting.
Member Long made a motion to adjourn the RETA Board of Directors meeting. Member
Howe seconded the motion. The Board voted unanimously to adjourn.
The RETA Board meeting adjourned at 10:15 a.m.
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