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New Mexico Renewable Energy Transmission Authority 

 
Minutes of Board Meeting 

April 1, 2021 
9:00 a.m. 

 
ZOOM MEETING 

 
 

Present 
Robert (Bob) Busch, Chairman 
Louise Martinez, Designee for EMNRD Cabinet Secretary 
Tim Eichenberg, State Treasurer 
Megan Anderson, Member 
Noah Long, Member  
Richard Jackson, Member 
Douglas Howe, Member 

 
RETA Staff 
Fernando Martinez, Executive Director 
Brian Johnson, Clean Energy Engineer 
Lynn Mostoller & Anne Brown, General Counsel, Sutin Thayer & Browne 
Ginny Selvin, Manager of Finance 
Gloria Castillo, Administrative Assistant  
 
1. Call to Order and Roll Call 
 Chairman Busch called the meeting to order at 9:00 a.m.  A quorum was present for the 

meeting.  Member Jackson announced that he would be leaving the Board meeting early due 
to another commitment.  

2. Approval of Agenda 
 Member Anderson made a motion to accept the agenda as presented.  Member Eichenberg 

seconded the motion.  There being no further discussion, Chairman Busch asked if there 
were any members contrary to its approval.  There being none, the motion passed 
unanimously.  

3. Approval of February 4, 2021 Board Meeting Minutes 
 Member Jackson made a motion to accept the February 4, 2021 Board Meeting Minutes as 

presented.  Member Howe seconded the motion.  There being no additional discussion, 
corrections, additions or deletions to the minutes, Chairman Busch asked if there were any 
members contrary to its approval.  Member Eichenberg abstained, noting that he was not in 
attendance at the February 4, 2021 meeting.  The motion passed 6-0-1 (Member Eichenberg 
abstained). 
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4. Public Comments (written public comments received by Monday, March 29, 2021 at 
3:00 p.m.) 

 No written public comments were received by RETA by the deadline date of March 29, 
2021 at 3:00 p.m. 

5. Report of the Chairman 
Chairman Busch reported on the following: 

 Western Spirit construction is moving forward.  Chairman Busch summarized 
construction progress to date. 

 RETA completed its agreement with SunZia and RETA is starting to interface more 
frequently with SunZia on its project. 

6. Report of the Executive Director 
Executive Director Fernando Martinez reported on the following: 

 RETA’s FY22 Special Appropriations Request for $350,000 did not pass the House 
Appropriations and Finance Committee; however, the Legislature passed the LFC’s 
recommendation of $100,000 for RETA’s FY22 budget.  Mr. Martinez noted that 
RETA’s budget is currently under review and consideration by the Governor. 

 RETA’s success is critical in helping with New Mexico’s economic recovery during 
and after the pandemic, particularly in meeting the clean energy goals in New 
Mexico under the Energy Transition Act.   

 Western Spirit construction update - Mr. Martinez reported that 120 wind turbines 
have been installed.  No safety issues or incidents were reported.    

 SunZia update - Mr. Martinez reported that RETA and SunZia entered into a co-
development relationship.  The Agreement became effective on March 15, 2021.  
Mr. Martinez noted that he has participated in several bi-weekly project review 
meetings with the SunZia team and the major areas of focus at the present time 
include the National Environment Policy Act (NEPA) process, Environmental 
Impact Statement (EIS), rights-of-way and engineering.  RETA is also moving 
forward on working with SunZia on the New Mexico State Land Office process.  

 Pattern Energy is developing 3,000 megawatts of wind generation parallel with 
SunZia; this effort is on schedule.   

 Progress on acquiring private rights-of-way acquisition is approximately 90% 
complete and is moving along well.   

 RETA continues to provide presentations and updates to military installations.  
RETA is expecting to conduct a rescheduled meeting with White Sands Missile 
Range next week.  A mid-April meeting has been scheduled with Kirkland Air 
Force.   

 Mr. Martinez shared photographs of the Western Spirit construction, which included 
installation of cables and foundation work.  Chairman Busch asked that staff provide 
photos of the switchyard at the next RETA Board meeting. 
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7. Review and Consider Approval of Draft Financial Statements for the Period Ending 
February 28, 2021 – Ginny Selvin  
Ms. Selvin reported on the Financial Statements for the eight months ending February 28, 
2021.  She noted that RETA does not expect to receive funds from the FY22 Special 
Appropriations request until September or October.    

Chairman Busch questioned when the RETA Office will reopen.  Mr. Martinez responded 
that he is anticipating starting transitioning within the next couple of weeks by allowing 
only one staff member at a time in the office. 

Member Howe made a motion to approve the financial statements for the eight-month 
period ending February 28, 2021, as presented.  Member Anderson seconded the motion.  
There being no Board member contrary to its approval, the motion passed unanimously. 

8. Closed Session 
Chairman Busch noted that the Board would now go into Closed Session for confidential 
discussion regarding the renewal and approval of the Executive Director and Clean Energy 
Engineer Employment Contract as permitted under NMSA 1978, § 10-15-1(H)(2) (meeting 
for the discussion of limited personnel matters).  Chairman Busch called for a motion for the 
Board to go into closed session.  

Member Howe made a motion for the Board to go into closed session.  Member Eichenberg 
seconded the motion.  There being no further discussion or comments, Chairman Busch 
called for a rollcall vote and it passed unanimously.  Member Jackson announced that he 
would be exiting the ZOOM Board meeting at this time due to another commitment. 

The Board went into closed session at 9:30 a.m. 

Chairman Busch called for a motion to come out of closed session.  Member Howe made a 
motion to come out of closed session.  Member Anderson seconded the motion.   There 
being no Board member contrary to it, the motion passed unanimously.  The Board returned 
to its regular meeting at 10:01 a.m.  

The Chairman announced that there was no other discussion held during the Closed Session 
other than what was on the agenda. 

9. Review and Consider Approval of Executive Director and Clean Energy Engineer 
Employment Contracts – Chairman and Lynn Mostoller. 

Chairman Busch called for a motion to approve the Executive Director’s employment 
contract.  Member Anderson moved to approve the Executive Director’s employment 
contract.  Member Howe seconded the motion.  There being no Board member contrary to 
its approval, the motion passed unanimously. 

Chairman Busch called for a motion to approve the Clean Energy Engineer’s employment 
contract.  Member Howe moved to approve the Clean Energy Engineer’s contract.  Member 
Eichenberg seconded the motion.  There being no Board member contrary to its approval, 
the motion passed unanimously. 
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10. Review and Consider Approval of Resolution Providing for Signature Authority for 
Real Estate Agreement and Other Documents in Connection with the SunZia 
Transmission Project – Lynn Mostoller 

Ms. Browne summarized the resolution and explained that it authorizes Chairman Busch, 
Member Howe and Mr. Martinez to sign documents that are required under the SunZia 
Lease for purposes of acquiring, signing or giving record notice of real estate documents.  
She noted that Mr. Martinez’ authority is limited to documents where the total compensation 
to be paid to the landowner is $500,000 or less. 

Chairman Busch called for a motion to approve the resolution providing for signature 
authority for Real Estate Agreement and other documents in connection with the SunZia 
Transmission Project.  Member Long moved to approve the resolution as presented. 
Member Anderson seconded the motion.  Chairman Busch called for a rollcall vote and it 
passed unanimously. 

11. Next Meeting 
The next RETA Board of Directors meeting is tentatively scheduled for Wednesday, 
May 19, 2021 at 8:00 a.m. 

12. Adjournment 
The RETA Board meeting adjourned at 10:17 a.m. 








