New Mexico Renewable Energy Transmission Authority
Minutes of Board Meeting
February 4, 2021
9:00 a.m.

ZOOM MEETING
Present
Robert (Bob) Busch, Chairman
Louise Martinez, Designee for EMNRD Cabinet Secretary
Diana Rosales-Ortiz, Designee for State Treasurer Tim Eichenberg
Megan Anderson, Member
Noah Long, Member
Richard Jackson, Member
Douglas Howe, Member
RETA Staff
Fernando Martinez, Executive Director
Brian Johnson, Clean Energy Engineer
Lynn Mostoller & Anne Brown, General Counsels, Sutin Thayer & Browne
Ginny Selvin, Manager of Finance
Gloria Castillo, Administrative Assistant
1.

Call to Order and Roll Call
Chairman Busch called the meeting to order at 9:00 a.m. A quorum was present for the
meeting.

2.

Approval of Agenda
Member Howe made a motion to accept the agenda as presented. Member Long seconded
the motion. There being no further discussion, Chairman Busch called for a rollcall vote
and the motion passed unanimously.

3.

Approval of December 18, 2020 Board Meeting Minutes
Member Jackson made a motion to accept the December 18, 2020 Board Meeting Minutes
as presented. Member Long seconded the motion. There being no additional discussion,
corrections, additions or updates to the minutes, Chairman Busch called for a rollcall vote
and the motion passed unanimously.

4.

Public Comments (written public comments received by Monday, February 1, 2021 at
3:00 p.m.)
No written public comments were received by the deadline date of February 1, 2021 at 3:00
p.m.
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5.

Report of the Chairman
Chairman Busch reported on the following:
 There will be a RETA Budget review by the Legislative Finance Committee on Saturday,
February 6, 2021 at 9:00 a.m. Board members are welcomed to join and watch the
presentation by Mr. Martinez before the House Appropriations and Finance Committee:
Subcommittee C.
 Ms. Selvin has been offered and accepted the position of part-time employee for RETA.
She currently works under contract for RETA.
 Western Spirit construction is going well now that the financing has been approved.
Equipment that has been delivered include the shunt reactor.

6.

Report of the Executive Director
Executive Director Fernando Martinez reported on the following:
 The FY22 Special Appropriations Request for $350,000 was sent to the Department of
Finance & Administration (DFA) and Legislative Finance Committee (LFC). The
request is for RETA’s Operational Budget. Mr. Martinez noted that RETA is fully
supporting the executive recommendation before the House Appropriations and Finance
Committee: Subcommittee C on Saturday, February 6, 2021 at 9:00 a.m. RETA will
continue to be engaged to get support for this request.
 RETA has achieved its most significant milestone in history with the approval of the
Western Spirit financing which was finalized at the end of December 2020. Mr. Martinez
felt that RETA is critical in helping with New Mexico’s economy recovery during and
after the pandemic. It also plays an essential role in meeting the clean energy goal in
New Mexico including the Energy Transition Act. Mr. Martinez noted that this
milestone is going to provide the capital necessary to construct the 155-mile 345 KW
RETA-owned transmission line and the associated Pattern Energy windfarms that will
ultimately generate 1,050 MW of new renewable energy.
 A presentation was given to the Military Base Planning Commission on RETA and the
Transmission and Storage Study by Mr. Martinez. Another separate presentation along
the same lines was provided to Holloman Airforce Base. Mr. Martinez noted that RETA
also continues to work with Colonel Greg Meyers to set up RETA’s next meeting with
the White Sands Missile Range and is actively involved with the Kirtland Airforce Base
Sustainability Committee. He noted that RETA would like to strengthen relationships
wherever it can.
 RETA continues to work in compliance with the Governor’s stay-at-home requirement,
except for signing checks and regularly tending to the office.

7.

Review and Consider Approval of Draft Financial Statements for the Six Months
Ending December 31, 2020 – Ginny Selvin
Ms. Selvin reported on the Financial Statements for the six months ending December 31,
2020.
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Member Howe made a motion to approve the financial statements for the six-months ending
December 31, 2020, as presented. Member Anderson seconded the motion. There being no
further discussion, Chairman Busch called for a rollcall vote and it passed unanimously.
8.

Review and Consider Approval of Memorandum of Understanding between RETA
and Invenergy Wind Development North America LLC – Noah Long
Member Long presented the Memorandum of Understanding, reporting that the Projects
Committee has reviewed the MOU and felt that this could be a great project for RETA to
collaborate on. The Committee recommends that RETA move forward with the MOU.
Mr. James William, Invenergy, explained that Invenergy’s proposal is to enter an MOU with
RETA to explore planning, development and potential financing for a transmission line in
northern New Mexico. He provided a PowerPoint presentation summarizing the Invenergy
organization, noting they are headquartered in Chicago and have been successful in
developing over 25 GW of generation since their inception in 2001. Mr. Williams noted
that the MOU will allow RETA and Invenergy to collaborate to perform initial assessments
on northern New Mexico transmission. He also provided a timeline and proposal to unlock
energy in northeast New Mexico and transmit it to northwest New Mexico. Counties they
are evaluating the opportunity will include Guadalupe, Harding, McKinley, Mora, Sandoval,
San Juan San Miguel, Santa Fe, and Union Counties as part of the evaluation process.
Member Anderson asked whether Invenergy is looking at the transmission in all the abovementioned counties to find the best sites or Invenergy has an idea in mind as to the location.
Mr. Williams responded that at this time, it is a list of counties that Invenergy will be
evaluating and are mostly looking at moving toward northwest New Mexico.
Member Howe made a motion to approve the Memorandum of Understanding between
RETA and Invenergy Wind Development North America LLC. Member Anderson
seconded the motion. There being no further discussion, Chairman Busch called for a
rollcall vote and it passed unanimously.

9.

Closed Session
Chairman Busch noted that the Board would now go into Closed Session for confidential
discussion of the acquisition of real property as it relates to the negotiation of an agreement
with a commercial developer, as permitted under NMSA 1978, § 10-15-1(H)(8) (meeting
for the discussion of the purchase, acquisition or disposal of real property or water rights by
the public body); § 62-16A-16 (protecting the proprietary technical or business information
obtained by the authority as confidential); see also NMAC § 17.8.2.9
Chairman Busch called for a motion to go into closed session.
Member Anderson made a motion for the Board to go into closed session. Member Long
seconded the motion. There being no further discussion or comments, Chairman Busch
called for a rollcall vote and it passed unanimously.
The Board went into closed session at 9:38 a.m.
Chairman Busch called for a motion to come out of closed session. Member Long made a
motion to come out of closed session. Member Jackson seconded the motion. There being
no further discussion or comments, Chairman Busch called for a rollcall vote and it passed
unanimously. The Board returned to its regular meeting at 10:30 a.m.
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The Chairman announced that there was no other discussion held during the Closed Session
other than what was on the agenda.
10. Review and Consider Approval of Development, Acquisition, Lease and Sub-Easement
Agreement between RETA and SunZia Transmission, LLC – Chairman Robert Busch
Member Howe made a motion to approve the Resolution regarding approval of
Development, Acquisition, Lease and Sub-Easement Agreement between RETA and SunZia
Transmission LLC. Member Anderson seconded the motion. There being no further
discussion, Chairman Busch called for a rollcall vote and it passed unanimously.
Chairman Busch requested another motion for Agenda Item No. 8 to clarify that the motion
was to approve the Resolution regarding the Memorandum of Understanding between
RETA and Invenergy Wind Development North America LLC.
Member Howe made a motion to approve the Resolution regarding the Memorandum of
Understanding between RETA and Invenergy Wind Development North America LLC.
Member Anderson seconded the motion. There being no further discussion, Chairman
Busch called for a rollcall vote and it passed unanimously.
11.

Next Meeting
The next RETA Board of Directors meeting is tentatively scheduled for Thursday, April 1,
2021 at 9:00 a.m.

12.

Adjournment
The RETA Board meeting adjourned at 10:38 a.m.
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